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Key facts
Sales (seasonally adjusted) for the March 2017 quarter compared with the December 2016 quarter.
Volumes




Total manufacturing fell 0.3 percent.
Excluding meat and dairy product manufacturing, sales rose 1.7 percent.
Meat and dairy product manufacturing fell 7.8 percent.

Values




Total manufacturing rose 2.8 percent.
Excluding meat and dairy product manufacturing, sales rose 3.5 percent.
Meat and dairy product manufacturing rose 1.1 percent.
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Commentary






Manufacturing sales volume falls
Excluding meat and dairy, sales volume rises
Meat and dairy products sales volume falls, while value rises
Petroleum and coal product manufacturing sales volumes and values rise
Chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing sales volumes and values rise

All references to sales movements are seasonally adjusted against the previous quarter, unless
otherwise stated.
See DataInfo+ for more information about seasonal adjustment.

Manufacturing sales volume falls
The volume of manufacturing sales fell 0.3 percent in the March 2017 quarter, after a 2.0
percent fall in the December 2016 quarter. Of the 13 manufacturing industries, seven rose
and five fell, while beverage and tobacco product manufacturing remained unchanged in
the latest quarter.
The main movements this quarter were:




meat and dairy product manufacturing, down 7.8 percent
petroleum and coal product manufacturing, up 5.7 percent
chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing, up 7.0 percent.

The trend for the manufacturing sales volume, which gives a longer-term picture of movements,
has been mainly rising since mid-2013 but now appears to be easing.
Volumes are calculated by removing the effect of price changes from sales values.
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In current prices, the value of manufacturing sales rose 2.8 percent ($707 million) in the March
2017 quarter. This follows a 1.3 percent rise in the December quarter.
The main value movements this quarter were:



chemical, polymer and rubber manufacturing, up 9.8 percent ($223 million)
petroleum and coal product manufacturing, up 9.7 percent ($194 million).

The volume of finished goods stocks (which is not seasonally adjusted) was 1.6 percent
higher than in the March 2016 quarter.
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Excluding meat and dairy, sales volume rises
The volume of manufacturing sales, excluding meat and dairy products, rose 1.7 percent in the
March 2017 quarter. This follows a 0.8 percent fall in the December 2016 quarter.
Seven of the 12 industries in this group had higher sales in the March 2017 quarter. The main
movements this quarter were:



petroleum and coal product manufacturing, up 5.7 percent
chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing up, 7.0 percent.

The trend for the sales volume has been rising since early 2013.
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In current prices, when we exclude meat and dairy products, the sales value rose 3.5 percent
($620 million) in the March 2017 quarter. This follows a 0.7 percent rise in the December 2016
quarter.
The volume of finished goods stocks, when we exclude meat and dairy products (which is not
seasonally adjusted), was 0.9 percent higher than in the March 2016 quarter.

Meat and dairy products sales volume falls, while value rises
The volume of sales for the meat and dairy product manufacturing industry fell 7.8 percent in
the March 2017 quarter. This follows a 6.3 percent fall in the December 2016 quarter.
Overseas Trade Indexes (provisional) reported an 11.2 percent fall in the dairy export volume in
the March 2017 quarter, while the meat export volume rose 3.2 percent. This follows an 8.5
percent fall and 0.2 percent rise for dairy and meat respectively, in the December 2016 quarter.
The trend for the volume of meat and dairy product manufacturing sales has been mainly rising
since early 2015, but now appears to be falling.
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In current prices, the sales value for meat and dairy products rose 1.1 percent ($77 million) for
the March 2017 quarter. This follows a 4.6 percent rise in the December quarter.
Overseas Trade Indexes (provisional) reported a 1.2 percent rise in dairy export values. Prices
for meat export values rose 11.3 percent. This follows rises of 9.5 percent and 0.9 percent for
dairy and meat, respectively, in the December 2016 quarter.
The volume of finished goods stocks (which is not seasonally adjusted) was 2.5 percent
higher than in the March 2016 quarter.

Petroleum and coal product manufacturing sales volumes and values
rise
The volume of sales for the petroleum and coal product manufacturing industry rose 5.7 percent
in the March 2017 quarter. This follows rises over the previous two quarters.
The series is not seasonally adjusted as it does not have a stable seasonal pattern. It is not
unusual for this industry to show large movements from quarter to quarter.
The sales value rose 9.7 percent ($194 million), following similar rises over the previous two
quarters.
The trend for the volume of petroleum and coal product manufacturing sales has been rising in
recent quarters, since a fall in the previous June 2016 quarter.
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The volume of finished goods stocks (which is not seasonally adjusted) was 7.4 percent
higher than in the March 2016 quarter.

Chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing sales volumes
and values rise
The volume of sales for the chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing industry rose
7.0 percent in the March 2017 quarter. This follows rises over the previous three quarters.
The sales value rose 9.8 percent ($223 million), following rises over the past three quarters.
The trend for the volume of chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing sales has
been rising in recent quarters, since a fall in the March 2016 quarter.
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The volume of finished goods stocks (which is not seasonally adjusted) was 5.3 percent lower
than in the March 2016 quarter.
For more detailed data see the Excel tables in the ‘Downloads’ box.
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Related links
Next release
Economic Survey of Manufacturing: June 2017 quarter will be released on 8 September 2017.
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
The release calendar lists information releases by date of release.

Past releases
Economic Survey of Manufacturing has links to past releases.

Data quality
Period-specific information
Economic Survey of Manufacturing: March 2017 quarter – DataInfo+
Details the methodology used, and the postal and tax contributions, for this release.

General information
Economic Survey of Manufacturing data collection – DataInfo+
Details the general methodology used to produce economic survey of manufacturing statistics.
Economic Survey of Manufacturing concepts – DataInfo+
Provides the definitions of terms used in this release.
Principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics
Statistics in this release have been produced in accordance with the Official Statistics System
principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics for quality. They conform to the
Statistics NZ Methodological Standard for Reporting of Data Quality.

Related information
Overseas Trade Indexes releases include overseas trade statistics that give you information
about imports and exports of goods and services.
Copyright and terms of use
Includes our copyright, attribution, and liability statements.
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Revisions
These revisions were the result of updated information from respondents for the September 2016
and December 2016 quarter.
The revisions also affect the aggregate and volume series.

Industry
Transport equipment, machinery and
equipment product manufacturing
Meat and dairy product manufacturing

Variable

Series
MFGQ

Period
(quarter)

Published
8 Mar 7 Jun
2016 2017
$(million)

Purchase
September
SFL2CA
1,910 1,839
s
2016
December
Sales
SFA1CA
7,842 7,789
2016

Meat and dairy product manufacturing

Purchase
December
SFA2CA
s
2016

6,914 6,872

Meat and dairy product manufacturing

Raw
December
SFA4CA
Materials
2016

506

Meat and dairy product manufacturing

Finished
December
SFA5CA
Goods
2016

4,085 4,063

Fruit, oil, cereal, and other food
manufacturing

Sales

December
2016

2,285 2,268

Fruit, oil, cereal, and other food
manufacturing

Purchase
December
SFC2CA
s
2016

1,644 1,620

Transport equipment, machinery and
equipment manufacturing

Purchase
December
SFL2CA
s
2016

1,901 1,849
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SFC1CA

499

Contacts
For media enquiries contact:
Craig Liken
Christchurch 03 964 8374
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For technical information contact:
Madeline Cooper
Christchurch 03 964 8362
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For general enquiries contact our Information Centre:
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand)
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand)
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
Subscription service:
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
Correction notifications:
Subscribe to receive an email if a correction notice is published for Economic Survey of
Manufacturing.
Unsubscribe to correction notifications for Economic Survey of Manufacturing.
Subscribe to all to receive an email if a correction notice is published for any of our
information releases.
Unsubscribe to all if you change your mind.
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Tables
See the following Excel tables in the ‘Downloads’ box on this page. If you have problems viewing
the files, see opening files and PDFs.
1. All manufacturing
2. All manufacturing excluding meat and dairy
3. Meat and dairy product manufacturing
4. Seafood processing
5. Fruit, oil, cereal, and other food manufacturing
6. Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing
7. Textile, leather, clothing, and footwear manufacturing
8. Wood and paper product manufacturing
9. Printing
10. Petroleum and coal product manufacturing
11. Chemical, polymer, and rubber product manufacturing
12. Non-metallic mineral product manufacturing
13. Metal product manufacturing
14. Transport equipment, machinery and equipment manufacturing
15. Furniture and other manufacturing
16. Purchases and operating expenditure

Access more data on Infoshare
Use Infoshare to access time-series data specific to your needs. For this release, select the
following category from the Infoshare homepage:
Subject category: Industry Sectors
Group: Manufacturing Survey (ANZSIC06) - MFG

Next release
Economic Survey of Manufacturing: June 2017 quarter will be released on 8 September 2017.
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