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New Zealand Abridged Period Life Table has links to past releases.
New Zealand Period Life Tables has links to past releases.

Data quality
General information
Life tables are a basic demographic tool for analysing mortality and survival. They show death
and survivorship rates at each age of life.
The life tables in this release are based on death rates during a specific period. Such tables are
called period, current, or cross-sectional life tables. Period life tables are based on the agespecific death rates of the population during a specific period of time. Life expectancy is a
summary measure of those age-specific death rates, but it is a hypothetical life expectancy
assuming people experience the age-specific death rates of that period over their lifetime.
New Zealand abridged period life tables for the total New Zealand male and female populations
indicate the trends in life expectancy between the construction of New Zealand complete period
life tables. Abridged life tables are available in February (provisional) and May (final) of each
year.
We also produce subnational period life tables about every five years, using average mortality
rates for three successive years centred on a census year. They are available for all 16 regions
and for 67 territorial authority areas.
We produce complete period life tables about every five years using average mortality rates for
three successive years centred on a census year. They cover the total New Zealand, Māori, nonMāori male, Pacific, and female populations by single-year of age.
New Zealand Abridged Period Life tables – DataInfo+
General methodology used to produce New Zealand’s abridged period life statistics, and related
metadata.
Definitions of terms used in this release:








Age measures – concepts – DataInfo+
Births – concepts – DataInfo+
Coverage – concepts – DataInfo+
Deaths – concepts – DataInfo+
Geographic areas – concepts – DataInfo+
Life tables – concepts – DataInfo+
Population – concepts – DataInfo+
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Principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics
Statistics in this release have been produced in accordance with the Official Statistics System
principles and protocols for producers of Tier 1 statistics for quality. They conform to the
Statistics NZ Methodological Standard for Reporting of Data Quality.

Related information
Life expectancy
Information about life expectancy and patterns of mortality and survival at various ages.
Copyright and terms of use
Includes our copyright, attribution, and liability statements.
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Contacts
For media enquiries contact:
Kim Dunstan
Christchurch 03 964 8700
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For technical information contact:
Kirsten Nissen
Christchurch 03 964 8700
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For general enquiries contact our Information Centre:
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand)
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand)
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
Subscription service:
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
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