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Key facts
Regional gross domestic product (GDP) is a geographic breakdown of national-level GDP, which is New
Zealand's official measure of economic activity. The figures below are expressed in nominal terms.
Provisional estimates for the period March 2015 to March 2016 show that:








The GDP of 12 of the 15 regions increased. The Bay of Plenty recorded the largest percentage
increase (7.7 percent), followed by Auckland (6.0 percent) and Otago (4.8 percent). The national
increase was 4.1 percent.
The GDP of three regions decreased. Taranaki's decrease was the largest, falling 8.5 percent.
The West Coast fell 2.8 percent and Southland fell 1.0 percent.
Of the other main urban centres, Wellington increased by 3.6 percent, narrowly exceeding
Canterbury’s 3.5 percent increase.
Auckland’s contribution to national GDP increased to 37.2 percent in 2016. Wellington's
contribution dropped slightly to 13.5 percent, Canterbury's was unchanged at 13.2 percent. The
West Coast region had the smallest contribution to national GDP with 0.6 percent, slightly less
than Gisborne’s 0.7 percent.
In 2016 Taranaki retained its position as the region with the highest GDP per capita at $71,297,
followed by Wellington, $67,888, and Auckland, $58,717. The national average was $54,178.
New Zealand’s total GDP was $251.8 billion in 2016. The North Island contributed 77.1 percent to
total GDP, compared with 22.9 percent for the South Island.

For the period March 2011 to March 2016:





Marlborough had the largest increase in GDP (up 32.3 percent), followed by Canterbury (up 31.9
percent), Auckland (up 31.1 percent), and Otago (up 22.3 percent). The national increase was
23.8 percent.
Auckland’s contribution to national GDP rose 2.1 percentage points (to 37.2 percent).
Canterbury’s contribution rose 0.9 percentage points (to 13.2 percent), while Taranaki’s fell 1.0
percentage points (to 3.3 percent) and Wellington's fell 0.3 percentage points (to 13.5 percent).
The South Island’s contribution rose 0.3 percentage points, influenced by construction associated
with the Christchurch rebuild and greater manufacturing contributions from Canterbury, Southland,
and Marlborough.

New Zealand's regional economies 2016 visually presents the key measures of the 15 regional
economies.
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Overview of New Zealand’s economy 2011–16
From 2011–16, New Zealand’s economy expanded (in nominal terms) despite events that
affected the economy at both national and regional levels. These events included the ongoing
effects of the global financial crisis, Canterbury earthquakes, and drought. The latter part of the
period was also characterised by fluctuations in agricultural commodity prices (particularly milk
products), falls in oil and coal prices, and increasing immigration and tourism, all of which can
interact to drive differences in regional economic performance.
This year’s regional gross domestic product release includes a provisional industry breakdown
for 2015 along with provisional regional totals to 2016. Between 2011 and 2015, the strongest
performing industries were financial and insurance services (up 35.2 percent); construction (up
33.7 percent); transport, postal, and warehousing (up 30.2 percent); and primary manufacturing
(up 30.0 percent).
Dairy production dominates New Zealand’s agriculture industry in some regions. In 2014, high
milk prices contributed to agriculture’s strong performance. However, milk prices fell significantly
in 2015, negatively affecting the value of production. In 2016, continued low milk prices affected
the performance of the agriculture industry across several regions, including Southland, Waikato,
Canterbury, and the West Coast.
The value of primary manufacturing increased strongly in 2015 (15.4 percent), driven primarily by
dairy product manufacturing. One contributing factor was that raw milk prices fell further than
dairy manufacturer’s output prices, increasing the dairy manufacturing industry’s contribution to
GDP in current price terms by $1.8 billion in 2015. Construction and the transport, postal, and
warehousing industry also recorded strong increases in 2015 (up 12.5 percent and 10.1 percent,
respectively).
The graph below illustrates national gross domestic product for selected industries: transport,
postal, and warehousing; dairy cattle farming; primary manufacturing; and construction, for the
years ending March 2011 to 2015.
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Background to regional gross domestic product
Regional GDP measures the contribution and make-up of economic activity for the regions of
New Zealand. Regional GDP measures the value of production in the prices prevailing at the
time (inflation is not removed). The series is consistent with published national accounts for
industry and total GDP.
The time series available for regional GDP covers the March 2000–16 years, with an industry
breakdown provided for 2000–15. Industry contributions for 2015 are to be treated as provisional.
We also present provisional regional totals for 2016.
The full series of data is available on Infoshare and is available as a csv file in the ‘Downloads’
box of this release on our website.
The next sections provide key points on the economic characteristics and composition of the 15
regions. See the Excel tables and infographic for further information.

Provisional estimates 2015 and 2016
The industry figures provided for 2015 are based on industry financial survey data, however, they
are not derived from balanced accounts. Balanced national accounts are available until 2014.
The release of these 2015 industry contributions is an initial step towards improving the
timeliness of the balanced national accounts from which Regional GDP is derived. Balanced
national accounts for the year to March 2016 will be available for incorporation in next year’s
release. Provisional estimates of regional totals are provided for the year to March 2016.
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Northland






From 2011–16, Northland’s economy increased 18.2 percent (below the national
movement of 23.8 percent).
The 2011–16 increase was led by primary manufacturing, followed by the owneroccupied property operation industry. The contribution of agriculture to Northland’s GDP
fell 3.7 percentage points.
In 2014, Northland’s GDP increased 8.7 percent, driven by the agriculture industry
(mainly dairy cattle farming), which increased 45.1 percent.
In 2015, Northland’s economy increased 3.0 percent, led by primary manufacturing.
Agriculture (mainly dairy cattle farming) decreased 35.9 percent.
In 2016, Northland’s GDP increased 3.9 percent, led by rental, hiring, and real estate
services; owner-occupied property operation; and construction.
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Auckland






From 2011–16, Auckland’s economy increased 31.1 percent (well above the national
movement of 23.8 percent).
The 2011–16 increase was broad-based and led by financial and insurance services;
rental, hiring and real estate services; and professional, scientific, and technical services.
In 2014, Auckland’s GDP increased 5.4 percent, driven by financial and insurance
services; wholesale trade; and professional, scientific, and technical services.
In 2015, Auckland’s economy increased 7.6 percent, led by financial and insurance
services; rental, hiring, and real estate services; wholesale trade; and construction.
In 2016, Auckland’s GDP increased 6.0 percent. This was led by rental, hiring, and real
estate services; professional, scientific, and technical services; financial and insurance
services; and transport, postal, and warehousing.
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Waikato






From 2011–16, Waikato's economy increased 20.6 percent (below the national
movement of 23.8 percent). During this period, Waikato’s contribution to GDP decreased
0.2 percentage points.
The 2011–16 increase was driven by manufacturing; rental, hiring, and real estate
services; and electricity, gas, water, and waste services. However, the agriculture
industry decreased 42.8 percent.
In 2014, Waikato’s GDP increased 11.1 percent, primarily due to increases in the
agriculture (mainly dairy cattle farming) and manufacturing industries.
In 2015, Waikato’s economy increased 0.1 percent, driven primarily by a decrease in
agriculture (mainly dairy cattle farming), and offset by an increase in manufacturing.
In 2016, Waikato’s GDP increased 3.9 percent, led by increases in rental, hiring, and real
estate services, and manufacturing, with agriculture continuing to fall.
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Bay of Plenty






From 2011–16, Bay of Plenty’s economy increased 21.7 percent (below the national
movement of 23.8 percent).
The 2011–16 increase was driven primarily by rental, hiring, and real estate services;
construction; and owner-occupied property operation.
In 2014, Bay of Plenty’s GDP increased 4.4 percent, led most notably by agriculture, up
24.7 percent.
• In 2015, Bay of Plenty’s economy increased 1.9 percent. Broad-based industry
increases were led by construction; manufacturing; and electricity, gas, water, and waste
services, while agriculture decreased sharply, down 30.9 percent.
In 2016, Bay of Plenty’s GDP increased 7.7 percent, making it the strongest performing
regional economy. The increase was underpinned by strong performances across the
professional and administrative services, and agriculture industries, primarily kiwifruit.
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Gisborne






From 2011–16, Gisborne’s economy increased 14.8 percent (below the national
movement of 23.8 percent). During this period, Gisborne’s contribution to GDP dropped
0.1 percentage points.
The 2011–16 increase was broad-based, led by rental, hiring, and real estate services;
manufacturing; and transport, postal and warehousing.
In 2014, Gisborne’s GDP increased 3.3 percent, due to primary production – most
notably from agriculture, and forestry and logging.
In 2015, Gisborne’s economy increased 4.6 percent, mainly due to primary
manufacturing.
In 2016, Gisborne’s GDP increased 2.6 percent with increases in fishing, forestry, and
mining offset by a fall in agriculture.
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Hawke's Bay






From 2011–16, Hawke’s Bay’s economy increased 15.0 percent (below the national
movement of 23.8 percent). During this period, Hawke’s Bay’s contribution to GDP fell 0.2
percentage points.
The 2011–16 increase was led by fishing, forestry, and mining; rental, hiring, and real
estate services; and owner-occupied property operation.
In 2014, Hawke’s Bay’s GDP increased 5.4 percent, primarily due to the agriculture and
rental, hiring, and real estate services industries.
In 2015, Hawke’s Bay’s economy increased 0.9 percent. Increases in the fishing, forestry,
and mining, and health care and social assistance industries were partly offset by a
decrease in agriculture.
In 2016, Hawke’s Bay’s GDP increased 2.5 percent. This was led by increases in fishing,
forestry, and mining; rental, hiring, and real estate services; and transport, postal, and
warehousing. These were offset by a decrease in primary manufacturing.
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Taranaki








From 2011–16 Taranaki’s economy declined 4.3 percent (well below the national
increase of 23.8 percent). Taranaki’s contribution to the GDP fell from 4.3 percent to 3.3
percent during this time.
The decline was driven by forestry, fishing, and mining, which is the largest industry in
Taranaki (accounting for 29.4 percent of the region’s economy in 2015), and agriculture,
the fourth largest industry. Together, production from these industries has fallen close to
$1.6 billion since 2011.
However, the falls were softened by increases in many other industries in the region,
notably manufacturing, which rose by more than $529 million, and transport, postal, and
storage, which rose by $134 million.
In 2014, Taranaki’s GDP rose 5.3 percent. This was driven by a 49.0 percent increase in
agriculture (mainly dairy cattle farming), along with a 14.7 percent increase in
manufacturing, more than offsetting the fall in fishing, forestry, and mining.
In 2015, Taranaki’s economy decreased 1.5 percent as the agriculture industry (mainly
dairy cattle farming) declined 50.2 percent, in spite of substantial increases in
manufacturing and fishing, forestry, and mining.
In 2016, Taranaki’s GDP decreased 8.5 percent. Fishing, forestry, and mining
experienced a significant contraction, reflecting the impact of lower international
commodity prices.
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Manawatu-Wanganui






From 2011–16, Manawatu-Wanganui’s economy increased 12.1 percent (below the
national movement of 23.8 percent). During this period, Manawatu-Wanganui’s
contribution to GDP decreased 0.4 percentage points.
The 2011–16 increase was driven by the manufacturing industry, with support from
rental, hiring, and real estate services.
In 2014, Manawatu-Wanganui’s GDP increased 6.2 percent, mainly due to the agriculture
industry.
In 2015, Manawatu-Wanganui’s economy increased 1.3 percent, with increases led by
manufacturing offset by a decrease in agriculture.
In 2016, Manawatu-Wanganui’s GDP increased 3.2 percent. Increases in most industries
were partly offset by minor decreases in agriculture and construction.
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Wellington






From 2011–16, Wellington’s economy increased 21.4 percent (below the national
movement of 23.8 percent).
The 2011–16 increase was driven primarily by the financial and insurance services;
professional, scientific, and technical services; and public administration, defence, and
safety industries.
In 2014, Wellington’s GDP increased 4.4 percent, mainly due to the professional,
scientific, and technical services industry and the financial and insurance services
industry.
In 2015, Wellington’s economy increased 4.3 percent, driven by primary manufacturing;
financial and insurance services; and public administration, defence, and safety.
In 2016, Wellington’s GDP increased 3.6 percent, led by professional, scientific, and
technical services; and financial and insurance services.

13

Tasman and Nelson






From 2011–16, Tasman and Nelson’s economy increased 19.0 percent (below the
national movement of 23.8 percent). During this period, Tasman and Nelson’s
contribution to GDP decreased 0.1 percentage points.
The 2011–16 increase was broad-based, led by retail trade, owner-occupied property
operation, and fishing, forestry, and mining.
In 2014, Tasman and Nelson’s GDP increased 7.4 percent, primarily due to the
agriculture industry.
In 2015, Tasman and Nelson’s economy increased 2.7 percent. The increase was led by
health care and social assistance, offsetting a 24.1 percent decrease in agriculture.
In 2016, Tasman and Nelson’s GDP increased 2.9 percent. This was led by the transport,
postal, and warehousing industry.
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Marlborough







From 2011–16 Marlborough’s economy increased by 32.3 percent (well above the
national increase of 23.8 percent).
The 2011–16 increase was led by primary manufacturing (mainly food, beverage and
tobacco); agriculture (mainly horticulture); and rental, hiring, and real estate services.
During this period, Marlborough’s contribution to total GDP remained unchanged at 1.0
percent.
In 2014, Marlborough’s GDP rose 10.8 percent, with strong increases in agriculture (up
56.2 percent) and manufacturing (up 14.2 percent) being recorded.
In 2015, Marlborough’s economy rose 5.4 percent, with the large increases in agriculture
and manufacturing in 2014 moderating.
In 2016, Marlborough’s GDP increased 1.7 percent with large falls in agriculture due to
reduced grape harvest being partly offset by increases in other industries.
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West Coast






From 2011–16, the West Coast’s economy increased 1.1 percent (well below the national
movement of 23.8 percent). During this time, the West Coast’s contribution to GDP fell
0.2 percentage points to 0.6 percent.
The 2011–16 movement was affected by significant falls in the agriculture; and forestry,
fishing, mining, electricity, gas, water, and waste industries (a combined fall of 32.7
percent).
In 2014, the West Coast’s GDP increased 7.0 percent, driven by the agriculture industry,
which more than offset the fall in forestry, fishing, mining, electricity, gas, water, and
waste.
In 2015, the West Coast’s economy decreased 5.2 percent, due to a decrease in the
agriculture industry. This was partly offset by an increase in the manufacturing industry.
In 2016, the West Coast’s GDP decreased 2.8 percent, due to continued falls in the
forestry, fishing, mining electricity, gas, water, and waste industries. The West Coast
remains the smallest regional economy.
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Canterbury






From 2011–16, Canterbury’s economy increased 31.9 percent (well above the national
movement of 23.8 percent). During this period, Canterbury's contribution to GDP
increased 0.9 percentage points.
The 2011–16 increase was primarily driven by construction and professional, scientific,
and technical services, from activity associated with the Christchurch rebuild.
In 2014, Canterbury’s GDP increased 10.6 percent, driven by the agriculture (mainly dairy
cattle farming) and construction industries.
In 2015, Canterbury’s economy increased 4.4 percent, due to increases in construction
and manufacturing, which offset a fall in agriculture (mainly dairy cattle farming).
In 2016, Canterbury’s GDP increased 3.5 percent, led by the professional, scientific, and
technical services; construction; and transport, postal, and warehousing industries.
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Otago






From 2011–16, Otago’s economy increased 22.3 percent (below the national movement
of 23.8 percent). During this period, Otago’s contribution to GDP remained unchanged at
4.3 percent.
The 2011–16 increase was broad-based, with strong contributions from rental, hiring, and
real estate services; owner-occupied property operation; and construction.
In 2014, Otago’s GDP increased 7.3 percent, primarily due to the agriculture industry.
In 2015, Otago’s economy increased 2.5 percent. Increases in transport, postal, and
warehousing; wholesale trade; and manufacturing helped offset the large decrease in
agriculture.
In 2016, Otago’s GDP increased 4.8 percent, primarily due to an increase in fishing,
forestry, and mining, which offset a decrease in agriculture.
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Southland





From 2011–16 the Southland economy increased 3.7 percent (well below the national
average of 23.8 percent). During this period, Southland’s contribution to GDP fell 0.4
percentage points to 2.0 percent.
In 2014, Southland’s GDP increased 13.5 percent, benefiting from a 50.9 percent
increase in the agriculture industry (mainly dairy cattle farming).
In 2015, Southland’s economy decreased 5.8 percent, reflecting a decline in the value of
agricultural production (mainly dairy cattle farming) of 46.4 percent. This fall was partly
offset by increases in several other industries, particularly manufacturing.
In 2016, Southland’s GDP decreased 1.0 percent due to a further fall in the agriculture
industry.

For more detailed data see the Excel tables in the 'downloads' box.
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Related links





Next release
Past releases
Related information
Data quality

Next releases
Regional Gross Domestic Product: Year ended March 2017 will be released in March 2018.
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
The release calendar lists all information releases by date of release.

Past releases
Regional gross domestic product – information releases has links to past releases.

Related information
National Accounts (Income and Expenditure): Year ended March 2016 provides information from
which provisional regional totals for the years 2014 and 2015 are calculated and regional GDP
values sum to.
National Accounts (Industry Production and Investment): Year ended March 2015 provides
national-level industry benchmark totals to which regional GDP values sum to.
Introducing regional gross domestic product introduces the concept of regional GDP statistics
and outlines the scope of the release.
Regional GDP feasibility study contains background information on the regional GDP feasibility
study, with details of the methodology and results from the study.
Regional Economic Activity Report is a compilation of the available measure of regional
economies at the time of publication.

Data quality
Regional Gross Domestic Product – DataInfo+
General methodology used to produce these statistics.
Regional Gross Domestic Product – concepts – DataInfo+
Definitions of terms used in this release.
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Contacts
For media enquiries contact:
Paul Pascoe
Wellington 04 931 4600
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For technical information contact:
Bernie Hanratty
Wellington 04 931 4600
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
For general enquiries contact our Information Centre:
Phone: 0508 525 525 (toll-free in New Zealand)
+64 4 931 4600 (outside New Zealand)
Email: info@stats.govt.nz
Subscription service:
Subscribe to information releases, including this one, by completing the online subscription form.
Correction notifications:
Subscribe to receive an email if a correction notice is published for National Accounts.
Unsubscribe to correction notifications for National Accounts.
Subscribe to all to receive an email if a correction notice is published for any of our information
releases.
Unsubscribe to all if you change your mind.
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Tables
The following tables are available in Excel format from the ‘Downloads’ box. If you have
problems viewing the files, see opening files and PDFs.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Gross domestic product by region, current prices
Gross domestic product by industry, per region, current prices
Estimated population by region, year ended June, 2000–16
Gross domestic product per capita by region, year ended March, 2000–16
Regional gross domestic product, GDP per capita, share of national GDP, percentage
change in GDP 2011–16, current prices

Next release
Regional Gross Domestic Product: Year ended March 2017 will be released in March 2018.

22

